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distance between the electrodes, we get a true saturation

current.   This decreases with the pressure, and approaches
a finite limit as the vacuum is made more nearly perfect,

In this third stage the mean free path of the ions becomes
comparable with the distance between the electrodes. As
soon as this is the case, the number of collisions which run
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occur between electrons shot off from the illuminated plate

and gaseous molecules becomes very limited, and a small
potential gradient is sufficient to causa saturation.   At the

very lowest presstires the curves agree with LtwircFs
that a very large change in the potential difference
BO change in the current.

Experiments earned out in air# liydrc^ea, andf light, and the constancy of
